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CONFIDENTIAL SOFIA 1935 

FOR DEPUTY SECRETARY INGERSOLL FROM AMBASSADOR 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (INGERSOLL, ROBERT S.), PFOR, BU, UN, RQ 
SUBJECT: DEPUTY SECRETARY'S VISIT - PUERTO RICO ISSUE 

REF: STATE 203524 

1 . TERMS OF REFERENCE OF YOUR VISIT TO SOFIA, AS PER PARA 2 
REFTEL, INCLUDE REQUIREMENT THAT YOU USE THE OCCASION "TO 
MAKE A STIFF REPRESENTATION TO THE BULGARIANS ON THEIR VOTE 
IN THE COMMITTEE OF 24 RE PUERTO RICO." 

2. IN ACCORDANCE PARA 4 REFTEL, I HAVE OF COURSE ALREADY 
CONVEYED TO FOREIGN MINISTER MLADENOV OUR SEVERE DISAPPOINT- 
MENT OVER BULGARIAN OPPOSITION TO THE PROCEDURAL MOVE FOR 
POSTPONEMENT OF THE PUERTO RICO ISSUE IN THE COMMITTEE OF 24, 
AND OUR VIEW THAT SUCH VOTE WAS "VIRTUALLY TANTAMOUNT" TO 
SUPPORT OF THE CUBAN RESOLUTION. 

3. MLADENOV SAID NOTHING IN REPLY, BUT IN THE MEANTIME THE 
BULGARIANS HAVE OBVIOUSLY BEEN THINKING ABOUT THE POSI- 
TION THEY SHOULD TAKE IF, AS THEY FULLY EXPECT, YOU RAISE 
THE MATTER DURING YOUR VISIT HERE. I THOUGHT YOU MIGHT 
BE INTERESTED IN MY EXPECTATION OF WHAT MLADENOV WILL 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SAY TO YOU WHEN YOU TAX HIM WITH THE WAY BULGARIA VOTED 
ON THE PROCEDURAL MOTION. THIS IS BASED ON A RECENT 
CONVERSATION WITH BULGARIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE US POPOV. 
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4. THE BULGARIANS WILL SAY THAT IT IS SIMPLY NOT ADMIS- 
SIBLE EOR US TO DRAW ANY INFERENCES FROM THEIR VOTE ON A 
PROCEDURAL MOTION ON HOW THEY WOULD HAVE VOTED ON THE 
SUBSTANCE OE THE ISSUE. HOW CAN WE COMPLAIN THAT VOTING 
NO ON POSTPONEMENT WAS "VIRTUALLY TANTAMOUNT" TO A VOTE 
IN FAVOR OF THE CUBAN RESOLUTION WHEN ALL THE BULGARIANS 
DID WAS TO VOTE IN EAVOR OE BRINGING THE CUBAN RESOLUTION 
TO A VOTE? CAN WE PRESUME TO KNOW BETTER THAN THEY THEM- 
SELVES HOW THEY WOULD HAVE VOTED ON THE SUBSTANCE? 

5. THIS IS OE COURSE CASUISTRY, BUT IT ALSO IMPLIES THAT 
THEY DO NOT WANT TO BE COUNTED IN THE CATEGORY OF COUN- 
TRIES COMMITTED TO VOTE WITH THE CUBANS AGAINST US; SO 
ALTER SAYING WHAT YOU HAVE TO SAY ON THIS MATTER, I BE- 
LIEVE YOU MIGHT WELL PRETEND THAT YOU ARE TAKING THE BUL- 
GARIAN PROTESTATIONS AT FACE VALUE. THEY SHOULD BE LEFT 
IN NO DOUBT - INDEED, THEY ARE IN NO DOUBT NOW - ABOUT 
HOW WE WOULD REACT TO A SUBSTANTIVE VOTE AGAINST US; BUT 
IT IS UNPROFITABLE EOR US TO CLAIM THAT THEY ARE LOCKED 
INTO AN ADVERSARY POSTURE ON THIS ISSUE WHEN THEY 

ARE CLAIMING THAT THEY ARE NOT. 

HERZ 

CONEIDENTIAL 


« END OE DOCUMENT » 
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